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Abstract 
The article examines monuments of Turkic ancient letters found in South Siberia, Middle Asia and Kazakhstan. It 
gives a short survey of history learned ruined monuments ruined letters. The author undertook an attempt to give 
interpretation of some monuments ruined letters. The article underlines the idea, that discovery and interpretation of ruined 
letters permitted will refute difference of opinion about absence of writing culture of Turkic people. The Mongolian written 
tradition and the history of the written languages of the Turkic peoples has its origins in ancient times. Turkic tribal 
federations living in latter-day Central Asia and Siberia during from the V to VII centuries left later generations a 
remarkable inheritance of runic written monuments: the Orkhon-Yenisey and Talas runes. These monuments are found 
in southern Siberia, Mongolia, in the mountains and foothills of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 
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1. Main text  
The first data concerning the Orkhon-Yenisey and Talas were provided by N. Witzen, 
burghomeister of Amsterdam. Further information on these monuments is found in the works of the 
captured Swedish officer Starlenburg, who describes stones with indecipherable inscriptions, found in the 
Yenisey Basin. From that time, material regarding the Orkhona-Yenisey and Talas runes steadily accumulated, 
although none were deciphered. In the first quarter of  the XIXth   century Spassky published a summary 
of monuments found at that time (in the journal Sibirskij Vestnik, also published by Spassky). His article 
was translated into Latin and read by scientists in other countries. 
From 1887-1888 the Finnish scientist Aspelin gathered material on an expedition and then 
published an article in Helsingfors under the title «Yenisey Writings». Following this, Finnish scientists in 
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collaboration with Aspelin published an atlas of the Yenisey inscriptions. Until the discovery of the alphabet 
of these inscriptions, they were inclined to consider the monuments relics of the Yenisey culture of the early 
Finnish people. 
In 1889 the Russian researcher Yadrintsev found a large, bilingual inscription with the same 
runic alphabet as the Yenisey runes, in the Kosho Tsajdam valley by the Orkhon river in Mongolia, far from 
the original discoveries. Apart from certain unknown symbols, the monument had Chinese inscriptions as well. 
In due course, as will be seen below, the dispersion of these monuments, and the places where they have 
been discovered has extended far beyond the limits of Mongolia and the Yenisey basin. Following the 
discoveries of Yadristev, in 1890 a Finnish archeological expedition was organized to the Orkhon, and in 1891, 
an expedition led by Radlov from the Academy of Science in St. Petersburg, being organized as well. 
The results of these two expeditions were published in 1892 in the form of two large atlases with 
photographs of the indecipherable inscriptions, site plans, and geographic maps. Thereupon, the scientific 
community had the opportunity to attempt to read these inscriptions. The Danish researcher Thomsen, professor, 
Copenhagen University, succeeded in doing so in 1893. The noted linguist Radlov also made an attempt to 
decipher the monuments. Radlov gave the first translation of the inscriptions, based on Thomsen's work. The 
monument found on the banks of the Orkhon turned out to be in honor of the Turkic Khan of Mongolia and his 
brother, Prince KjuF-Tegina. 
In 1891, Yadrintsev found another large monument (the Onginsky monument) on the banks 
of the Orkhon. in 1897, on the banks of the Seleng, another large monument in honor of Ton'jukuka was 
found. 
The Russian Hermitage has a wooden stick with runic inscriptions from the village of Achik-tash. 
Thus far, the stick is unique. 
The study of the monuments of the Talas valley began comparatively early. The first work giving 
information about the Talas valley in an archeological sense, and containing nearly all early summaries about 
the valley, was the collected work of Academician V. V. Barthold, still relevant to this day. An outstanding 
scientist, Academician Barthold studies the monuments of Semireche from 1893-1894, including the 
monuments of the Talas valley. His expedition had an immense influence on further research on the written 
monuments of the Talas valley, and on the study of Central Asian written monuments in general. In the records 
of the Turkestan archeology circle, V.A. Kallaur (scientific director of the group) makes repeated reference to 
the monuments of the Talas valley. 
The deciphering of the Proto-Turkic inscriptions stands as one of the outstanding successes of 
Turkology, and the discovery of such inscriptions in the Talas valley, in the territory of present day 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, gave a special import to the work of the Turkestan Archeology circle in 
Tashkent. 
In the following several decades, the leading scientists of the Turkestan Archeology Circle have died 
out, and their archival materials have been lost. No summary of the discoveries of runic inscriptions in Central 
Asia was ever made. As a result, even specialists in this area have lost track of the full extent of the Turkic 
runic monuments found in Central Asia. 
In the spring of 1896, V.A. Kallaur, on an expedition to the Talas Alatau, found a stone with an 
unknown inscrip tion, at a distance of 8 km. from the village of Dmitrievsky. 
In 1896-1897, in the Talas Basin, near the city of Aulie-Ata (Taraz) V. A. Kallaur and the Finnish 
archeologist Gejkel found five stones with runic inscriptions. The scientific circles of St. Petersburg were 
so interested, that upon receiving word of the discovery and copies of the inscriptions in 1897, Prof. Rozen was 
led to send a telegram to the governor general of Turkestan, A. B. Vrevsky, and then a special letter, 
requesting that the governor general make known and safeguard from perishing the antiquity relics of 
Turkestan (Protocol of a session of general meeting of the members of  Tashkent circle of archeology 
amateurs, 1897). Concerning the inscription itself, which turned out to be an epitaph, academician V.V. 
Radlov had deciphered and translated it by March of 1897. Radlov considered the discovery to be particularly 
interesting because it proved the use of runic scripts by the Turkic tribes of Central Asia: «This fact is so 
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vital that every inhabitant of Turkestan should pay attention to, in order to assist in the search for and 
preservation of similar monuments of the antiquity of Turkestan.» (Radloff  W.W., 1899). 
Following all of this, a meeting of the Turkestan Archeological Circle directed V. A. Kallaur to 
conduct a more detailed investigation of the areas where runic inscriptions were found. As a result of his travels 
to these places, where inscriptions had been found with the same runic alphabet, Kallaur found an Uighur 
inscription consisting of 38 vertical lines, on a vertical rock face in the Tereskay canyon in the southern slopes 
of the Kyrgyz Range, to the north of the village of Dmitrievsky. In the left corner of the same rock face he 
noticed two short horizontal lines of 8-9 letters, reminiscent of the Orkhon inscriptions. 
Interest in the runic monuments remained at the previous level. In January,  1898, in the Ajrtam-oj 
Cliffs, not far from the place where the first discovery of runic inscriptions in the Talas Basin was made in 1896, 
V.A. Kallaur found a second inscribed stone, and in the spring of 1898 the Archeological Commission of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences gave open rights to conduct archeological expeditions and excavations in the 
environs of the village of Dmitrievsky and to conduct searches for Proto-Turkic inscriptions in the area to the 
Finno-Ugric Archeological Society. As a result of this expedition, Kallaur found additional two stones with 
Proto-Turkic runic inscriptions. The former contained five lines of inscription, while the sixth line was 
destroyed over time. The latter contained clear remains of an eleven-line letter in the runic alphabet. 
Following the discovery of the stones, an announcement was published in the newspaper «Turkestan 
Vedomost’» and copies were sent to St. Petersburg to P. M. Melioransky, who partially deciphered them 
and published in the same year a translation of the inscription on one of the stones (Kallaur V.A., 1897). 
After the October Revolution of 1917, a new direction in the research of Proto-Turkic written 
monuments appeared. However, new runic monuments were not found for a long period, although the 
variations in the level of Lake Issyk-Kul in 1925-1926 allowed the discovery of a rock face with writings in 
the Kajsar cliffs, with three lines of Arabic script, and one and a half with the runic alphabet. 
In the beginning of the 1930's, a research expedition to find Turkic monuments in Central 
Asia found one more inscription - a wooden stick. According to S. E. Malov, the scientific value of this 
final discovery is obvious - in addition to being a new form of written monument, it is the first example found in 
Central Asia of the daily technology of the Turkic tribes, and it is the first runic monument inscribed on wood. 
The wooden stick with runic inscriptions has aroused scientific interest for both its form - wood - and for the 
content of its inscriptions. 
Differing translations of the runic inscriptions on the wooden stick have been proposed by 
various scientists, for example, S.E. Malov (1938), Kh.N. Orkun (1940), A.M. Shcherbak (1959). The most 
recent,  more complete and exact translation is given in the work of A. S. Amanzholov (Amanzholov A.S., 
1996). 
In 1948, the famous archeologist A. N. Bernstein published an inscription found on a bronze mirror, 
found in Kazakhstan in the Irtysh region and in East Kazakhstan Oblast, in the Shemonajkha region. In 
1960, F. Kh. Arslanova, leading an archeological expedition on the banks of the Irtysh, discovered a runic 
inscription on a tumar (amulet) made of bone. The noted turkologist, Prof. A. S. Amanzholov, considers that it is 
written in the alphabet of the Saxa - ancestors of the Proto-Turkic nomadic tribes. 
In 1970, in the Priiliski range near the city of Issyk a burial mound was found. As the result of an 
archeological excavation, a silver cup with runic inscriptions was found among several other items. 
Twenty-six different runic signs were stamped in two rows on the outer surface of the cup. Within a year, 
runic written monuments were found in all regions of Kazakhstan, Their number grows daily. 
At the present time in Central Asia, where the Proto-Turkic tribes lived, there exemplars of daily 
technology and stones, both with runic inscriptions are found. These still contain important secrets. For 
example, in recent times (1993-1994), in  Namangan, Ferghana, and Kashkardar regions of Uzbekistan items 
pertaining to the daily life of the Turkic tribes of Central Asia were found. Unfortunately, several of the 
mentioned items have yet to be studied.  
For example: 
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Fig. 1 
 
The first three figures were found in April, 1993 during an archeological excavation in the 
Kashkardarya region by Professor E.V. Rtveladze of the Institute of History and Archeology of the 
Uzbekistan Academy of Sciences. The runic inscriptions on the first figure may be read in Proto-Turkic as 
«ach». The two stamped signs occur  in the runic alphabet. The first letter in the second figure is «a,» the second 
letter is difficult to determine. The first letter in the third figure appears to be the letter «t», the second, «i», and 
the third, «p». Thus is rendered /tip/, which means «dedi, dep» («having said»). The fourth letter is 
unknown, having existed for several centuries, it may have lost its external form. The final letter is «p». In 
general these letters, stamped in stone but not on any item of daily use, present some difficulty in reading and 
translation. 
The inscription depicted in the fourth figure was found in the Namangan region of Uzbekistan in 
1993. These marks were stamped on a pot. Having spent long years underground, several of the letters on the 
pot were effaced. Reading the remaining letters, one can make out the word «cyngar» (K. Sadykov) or «sokur». 
Thus, this word gives some understanding of the pot on which it was stamped (a 1.5 liter pot) or about the 
potter who made it. 
In October, 1998, in Kyrgyzstan a monument with Proto-Turkic inscriptions was found. In 
the Koshkar valley near the village of Karasu, at Kok saj, Tik bugan, Kyzyl Bulak, Alkym, where at some 
time important and well known historical monuments were found, the historians K. Tabldiev and O. 
Coltobaev discovered inscriptions similar to the Orkhon inscriptions. As a result of their focused searches, 
in Koksaj they discovered eight separate inscriptions, (see figure below). 
 
Fig. 2 
 
We are now attempting to understand the secret of runic inscriptions. If one keeps in mind that these 
figures were found in Central Asia, and keeping in mind as well their external appearance, it is possible to 
maintain that they pertain to the Proto-Turkic tribes. In the given figure we see 13 runic letters, and the style 
corresponds to that of the monuments found in the Talas Basin. The inscription is read from right to left. 
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2. Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, one can say that the Proto-Turkic written monuments, found in Kazakhstan and Central 
Asia, stand out in certain ways. In particular, the inscriptions found in more recent times appear to 
contain early variants of the alphabet of Proto-Turkic. The runic monument, found near Lake Talas, is 2-3 
centuries older than those found in Mongolia. Moreover, the last several years have seen the discovery of a 
significant number of runic written monuments in Central Asia. To find and research the heritage of one's 
forbears, to bring them to light for current and future generations  is our main task. 
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